
64,000 West Virginia Children Need Great Childcare.
West Virginia Needs a Childcare Quality Rating 

and Improvement System.

What We Want for West Virginia’s Youngest Children

West Virginia needs a childcare quality rating and

improvement system that gives parents the information
they need to make good childcare decisions, childcare

providers the supports they need to improve their quality
and communities the highest rate of return on their investments in young children.  

Why A High-Quality Early Child Development System Is Important

• Children are profoundly shaped by the world around them.  Their earliest interactions with Mom,
Dad, Grandma, Grandpa and all other caring adults lay the foundation on which their futures will
be built.

• 64,000 West Virginia children under age six spend a large part of their day in the care of
someone other than their parents, and there is currently no good way to measure the quality of
that care.

• According to Marshall University, for every dollar West Virginia invests in a high-quality ECD system,
we will earn a $5.20 return through outcomes such as higher academic achievement and adult
earning power and lower juvenile delinquency and dropout rates.  

Why We Are Advocating for a Quality Rating and Improvement System

Following an 18-month assessment of early childhood development (ECD) policy in West Virginia, the
Partners Implementing an Early Care and Education System (PIECES) Council selected a childcare
quality rating and improvement system as a top policy priority for young children.  In addition, KIDS
COUNT has talked extensively with community leaders, childcare providers and parents who say they
need a reliable tool for assessing and improving the quality of childcare programs, and they want the
state to establish a quality rating and improvement system.   

What the Quality Rating System Will Look Like

We support a voluntary quality rating and improvement system with multiple tiers of reimbursement
for providers who serve at-risk children. Establishing a rating system will give childcare programs the
financial and technical supports they need to gradually improve their quality and ultimately achieve
national accreditation — the gold standard of quality for childcare programs.  We envision legislation in
2009 that will begin a well-funded, well-managed quality rating and improvement system.  

How KIDS COUNT is Helping Parents, Providers and Community Leaders 

Advocate for Quality 

KIDS COUNT’s 2007 survey and focus group research captured strong interest among parents,
providers and community leaders in the creation of regional coalitions that will advocate for high-
quality early child development programs.  As a result, KIDS COUNT is providing seed money and
technical support to establish “Kids First Communities” in seven West Virginia cities: Beckley,
Charleston, Huntington, Martinsburg, Morgantown, Parkersburg and Wheeling.  Through these Kids
First Communities, KIDS COUNT is launching a grassroots outreach campaign to 1) communicate the
importance of high-quality ECD programs to the state’s future; 2) provide a forum in which local
communities can address local childcare quality issues; and 3) offer advocacy tools for community
leaders, providers and parents.  The campaign also will reach policymakers, business leaders, civic
groups and media statewide with the message that investments in childcare quality pay big economic
dividends.    

What is Quality?

High-quality ECD programs promote the well-being and healthy development of young children.  Quality
is measured two ways.  The first way to measure quality is by structural features like teacher-to-child
ratio, group size and teacher training.  The more of these standards the program meets, the better
children do. The second way to measure quality is by process features such as sensitive, encouraging
and frequent interactions between the caregiver and the child and a provider who has a positive
attitude; positive physical contact, asks questions, praises, sings and reads to the children; and
eliminates negative interactions. (From The NICHD Study of Early Child Care, Findings for Children up
to Age 4 Years, U.S. DHHS, National Institutes of Health)

For more information, contact:
Margie Hale, Executive Director
West Virginia KIDS COUNT Fund
304-345-2101 or 
margiehale@wvkidscountfund.org
www.wvkidscountfund.org
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